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wide Industry Appreciation Week as well, giv-
ing the entire Sunshine State the opportunity
to realize just how much we all benefit from
having the industries that we do.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to represent an
area of Florida that started the trend, if you
will, of honoring local businesses and recog-
nizing their place in our communities. | ask
that you and my colleagues in this body join
me in congratulating Citrus County and wish-
ing them well as they conclude their Industry
Appreciation Week.

——————

HONORING REVEREND FATHER
KEVORK ARAKELIAN

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker | rise today
to honor Reverend Father Kevork Arakelian on
the occasion of his 30th Anniversary of Ordi-
nation and Consecration into the Sacred
Priesthood of the Armenian Apostolic Ortho-
dox Church. Father Kevork will be recognized
at an event held in his honor on September
28th in Fresno, California.

Born in 1943, Father Kevork and his family
moved from New York City to Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, after World War Il. He attended Pasa-
dena City Schools and became very active in
sports. Father Kevork played baseball, foot-
ball, and handball both for school and outside
local teams. After graduating from Pasadena
High School, he attended San Antonio College
and received his A.A. degree. He then earned
his B.S. degree in Business Administration at
California State Polytechnic University, and at-
tended Saint Vladimir's Orthodox Theological
Seminary in 1971.

Father Kevork’s religious activities have
been as far-reaching as they have been sig-
nificant. He was ordained to the Diaconate in
1967 and to the Priesthood in 1973. Father
Kevork served as Church School Associate
Director in Pasadena for two years; Counselor
and teacher at St. Nersess Summer Study
Program; Chaplain at Susquehanna Valley
home; and held many other positions of great
value to churches and schools. He is currently
the Parish Priest of St. Gregory the llluminator
Armenian Church in Fowler, California, where
he serves on several different levels.

Father Kevork has served at St. Gregory’'s
since 1980. St. Gregory the llluminator is the
fourth largest Armenian Church in the United
States. He has been the Committee member
for the 1700th Anniversary of the acceptance
of Christianity in Armenia; Secretary to the first
Alumni Association of St. Nersess Seminary;
Chairman of the first Camp Board of Directors;
and has taught various classes at retreats,
camp programs, and workshops. St. Gregory’s
has grown considerably in people and extra-
curricular activities since Father Kevork has
presided there.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Reverend
Father Kevork Arakelian for his years of serv-
ice and to thank him for his dedication to the
congregation of St. Gregory and to the Arme-
nian community of the Central Valley. | invite
my colleagues to join me in extending him
best wishes for his future.
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HONORING ORCHARD RIDGE REHA-
BILITATION AND NURSING CEN-
TER

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the Orchard
Ridge Rehabilitation and Nursing Center in my
Fifth Congressional District. The staff at Or-
chard Ridge was recently awarded the Amer-
ican Healthcare Association’s Quality Award,
for excellence in service, performance, and of
course quality to patients, customers and com-
munities.

The American Healthcare Association is the
trade association for the longterm care indus-
try and, in that role it promotes nursing and re-
habilitation centers across the country and
recognizes outstanding achievement and qual-
ity in that sector.

| am proud, Mr. Speaker, to have such a
distinguished nursing and rehabilitation facility
in my district and am happy to be able to
honor Orchard Ridge before you and my col-
leagues today.

On October 15, in San Diego, CA, the rest
of the industry will have the opportunity to
honor Orchard Ridge for attaining this award
when they convene for the AHCA's national
convention.

I commend Orchard Ridge Rehabilitation
and Nursing Center and my colleagues in this
body to do the same. | am proud to be the
representative of many of its patients and em-
ployees in Congress.

Congratulations to a hard-working team for
a much-deserved award.

———

HONORING SIERRA TEL
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Sierra Tel Commu-
nications Group in honor of California Small
and Rural Telecommunications Week. An
event was held in Sierra Tel's honor on Sun-
day, September 14th in Oakhurst, California.

Small and rural telephone companies will be
participating in National Small Telecommuni-
cations Week from September 15th through
September 21st. Rural telephone companies
will acknowledge and reflect on the great ad-
vancements made in their industry. For more
than 100 years small, country telecommuni-
cations companies have provided high-quality
services to rural America. These companies
have long been known for their state-of-the-art
technology and superior, cutting-edge serv-
ices. Over 1,100 small rural companies are in
existence serving areas the larger companies
choose not to serve due to factors such as to-
pography, population, and profitability.

Independent rural telephone companies, like
Sierra Tel, play an important role in the tele-
communications industry as well as their local
communities. They ensure that large telecom
interests do not override the needs of rural
America, and they work on behalf of the peo-
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ple to keep rates affordable. The local tele-
communications company is vital to the eco-
nomic development efforts of the community,
often providing jobs and local leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Sierra
Tel Communications Group for its commitment
and service to their community. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Sierra Tel dur-
ing California Small and Rural Telecommuni-
cations Week.

HONORING BOB HINTON

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Ms. BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a constituent of mine,
Bob Hinton. Bob bravely served this country in
Korea. After his service left him disabled, he
continued giving to his community by pro-
ducing a video warning teen drivers of the
dangers of drunk driving.

Bob Hinton is an honorable and caring, pub-
lic servant. However, he is not a public serv-
ant in the traditional sense. Rather than seek-
ing acclaim in public office, Bob follows a pas-
sion; his greatest pleasure is giving to others.

In August of 1948, Bob enlisted in the
United States Air Force where he gallantly
served his country and received several acco-
lades in the process. After retiring with 100%
disability, Bob moved to Florida. There, he
joined the American Legion Post 139 where
he volunteered his services, which won him
the “Unsung Hero's Award” in 1984.

As an ameatuer videographer, Bob began
covering news events in Hernando County
and central Florida for several local and na-
tional TV programs including “Good Morning
America.”

Driven by his continuing zeal to help others,
Bob transformed his new found skills into an
instrument of service. He has voluntarily cre-
ated training videos for the Highway Patrol,
the Red Cross, and sheriffs’ offices in
Hernando and surrounding counties. Addition-
ally, Bob has donated copies of his drunk driv-
ing videos to various schools hoping to save
teenage lives.

Even though Bob has recently been diag-
nosed with prostate cancer and undergone
several radiation treatments, he has continued
to film throughout his tribulations and says if
he can keep busy helping others he won't feel
his pain. Bob is never happier than when he
is helping someone. Thus, he is a shining ex-
ample of what individuals should strive to be-
come.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to call Bob Hinton
a constituent and | ask you to join with me in
thanking him for his continued service.

——————

SAVE CANCER CARE

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 16, 2003
Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of cancer patients in my district.

| would like the conferees working to craft a
final Medicare prescription drug benefit to
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